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EMILY DAVISON - 
EVIDENCE 





Evidence 4: The Police found the following items on Miss Davison’s person:

• A return ticket from Epsom to London 
• A ticket to a Suffragette event later that day
• A race card which she had marked up showing which horses she expected to win.
• Two enormous Suffragette banners pinned to the inside of her jacket.

Evidence 5: 
In previous weeks 
Emily Davison had 
been seen stopping 

horses on the 
common in her 
home town of 

Morpeth and pinning 
Suffragette 

pennants to them.

Evidence 6 Emmeline Pankhurst ‘My Own Story’ (1914)
 
Miss Davison went to the races at Epsom, and breaking through the barriers which 
separated the vast crowds from the course, rushed in the path of the galloping 
horses and caught the bridle of the King’s horse, which was leading the others. The 
horse fell, throwing the jockey and crushing Miss Davison in such a shocking way 
that she was carried from the course in a dying condition. She died four days later. 
Members of the Union were beside her bed when she breathed her last. On June 
14th she had a great public funeral as crowds lined the streets watching the funeral 
car followed by thousands of women. 

Emily Davison had graduated from Oxford University with a first class degree, yet 
she chose to join the struggle to get women the vote. She suffered many 
imprisonments and was forcibly fed. She barricaded herself in her cell and could 
only be taken from the door as icy water was hosed in from outside. She believed 
the vote for women would only arrive when someone sacrificed their life. On 
one occasion she threw herself headlong from the balcony in prison and gained 
cruel injuries.


