
Welcome to 
 Year 7 Drama!

Please can we leave our 
bags by the wall and get 
in alphabetical order of 

your last names.

3 Reward points 
each if we do 
this correctly!



The Actors Toolkit!

What tools 
(skills) might an 

actor use to 
perform?



What do we have here?

• The year is 1870

• The body of a young girl named Charlotte 
Dymond has been found on the Moors

• She has been MURDERED



Detective Inspector....

• The Chief Detective Inspector has brought some 
evidence for you…

• You are no longer a Year 7 student, you are now 
going to ‘Work In Character’ as a Detective and 
investigate this case

• Look carefully at the evidence to see what clues 
you can find!



Dress she was wearing, with 
close ups of the fabric

Blood spattered 
shawl

Set of Pearls

One shoe



Evidence.

• What information did you gather from the 
evidence?

• What sort of person was Charlotte Dymond?
• How old was she? Did she have a job? Was 

she rich / poor? Where might she have lived? 
Where might she have been going? Why and 
How was she MURDERED!?



What is hot seating? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54zLEORXImY


What is hot seating? 

Hot seating is answering questions as though you are 
actually in that character’s mind! It helps you to think and 

feel like them. 

We call this ‘working in character’ in drama. 



Detectives, we have had some new 
suspects come forward… We need to 
interview them to see if there is any 

more information on the case! 



Who Do We Have Here?
Lord and Lady Thomas - the people who were hosting the party on the 
night of Charlotte’s murder. Very wealthy and have a lot of power! Lady 
Thomas doesn’t seem to like Charlotte as she was seen to be spending a lot 
of time with her husband! She also had been seen to be wearing expensive 
items that she claimed were ‘gifts’... but who from? 

Lord Thomas refuses to comment, but was recently seen in the jewelers 
nearby purchasing an expensive pearl necklace…. Suspicious! 



Who Do We Have Here?

Matthew Weeks - Charlotte’s finance who she is due to marry in a few 
months time. They have been an item for almost a year now, following a 
short relationship between Matthew and Charlotte’s sister, Alice!  
Matthew has recently lost his job at a local factory and struggles with 
drinking and becoming easily aggravated… particularly with Charlotte who he 
‘no longer trusts’. 



Matthew Weeks 
Lord Thomas
 Lady Thomas 
Alice Dymond 



Welcome to 
 Year 7 Drama!

Please can we leave our 
bags by the wall and get 
in alphabetical order of 

your last names.

3 Reward points 
each if we do 
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Connect Task How are these 
images linked 

to our learning 
so far in 
drama?



Learning Objective

• To understand what a ‘Still Image’ and ‘Thought Tracking’ 
are

• To be able to use a ‘Still Image’ and ‘Thought Tracking’ 
effectively



Who Do We Have Here?

Some images of the party 
have been sent into the 
police station… but these 
are not normal images… 
they are still images!!! 

What is a 
still image? 



Is this an 
interesting and 
effective still 

image?

Why?



Interesting, clear 
facial expressions

Different levels 
and positions

Variety

Creative and 
dynamic

All characters 
involved

Completely still!

Is this an 
interesting and 
effective still 

image?



You are now going to create 
your own living photograph, in 

Drama we call this a 
‘Still Image’

(Not a freeze frame!)



A successful 
‘Still Image’ 

has…

Facial 
Expression

Body 
Language

Gesture Eye 
contact

Uses the 
space 

Includes 
levels

Clear 
characters



You are now going to add a 
Thought Track...

A Thought Track is when a character speaks 
their thoughts and feelings out loud -  

(NOT A CONVERSATION WITH ANOTHER 
PERSON!)



FLASHBACKS
• A Flashback is a scene that includes speech and movement 

(role play) and tells the audience something important that 
happened in the past.

•What do you think Charlotte’s life was like before she was 
murdered?

•Was she happy / sad?

•How did she get on with her family and fiancé? 



FLASH-FORWARD

• A Flash-forward is the same technique but tells the 
audience something that happens in the future. 

• We are now going to jump forward to after Charlotte’s 
death - when the Police interviewed the suspects!

• WHO ARE OUR SUSPECTS?



Connect Task
What are these drama techniques?

Still image 

Flash 
Forward

Thought 
Tracking

Flashback 

Hot Seating



3, 2, 1 - ACTION!
We can use a ‘dramatic freeze’ to help build up 

suspense for an audience
•Add in a freeze just before the murder happens!

•What does this add to the scene? 

•Has the scene been improved?

•Does the death look more dramatic?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHdviZkM7S4

